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A PROCI ANMATION

BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF SMYRINA

I Recognition of Junmetecentih
Junrmne 19, 2025

Juneteenth, also kmnown as Freedom IDay or Emancipation IDay ., is celebrated each year on
Jurne 19th i thhe Tniated States O commemmorate the end of slavery; and

though the Emancipation Proclamation had been issued on September 22, 1862, wwithy an
effective date of January 1, T865, it had mindimal irmmediate effect on most slaves” day—to—
day lives, particularly i Texas, which was almost entirely under Confederate control:

and

Juneteenthh commemorates June 19, 1865, the day Union General Gordon Granger and
2,000 fedcecral troops armived in Galveston, Texas, o take possession of the state and
cnforce the emancipation of its slaves; and

Junaetececnth is the oldest Iknown celebration of the ending of slavery . The celebration of
Jurne 19t yvwas coined “Juneteenth’™ and grow with more participation from descenndants.
Junebaecittly tToday celebrates 2AAfrican Aarsmericanre freedorm ~while encouTraging salf-
developmment and respect for all culturces; and

o June 177, 20271, thhe Juneteenth NatGonal Independence TDay Act swas sigmned into lawaw,
which established Junetecernth as amn official federal holiday: and

the Cikty of Smyrna approved the observance of Juneteenth as an official city holiday in
2022, I recognizing the holiday of Juneteenth in the City of Smyrna, we acknowledge
thhe challenges, successes,. tribulations, and perseverance of all thhose who lived daring
thhese periods i our history : and

the City of Smyrmna will host bits Inaugural Juneteenth Festival o June 19, 2025, a
community—wide celebration that honors the significance of this day through fellowship,
education, music, and cultural expression; INOW

I, Derelk NNorton, Mayor of the City of Smyrna, (Georgia, do hereby proclairm June 19, 2025,
as Junetecnth in the Chilty of Smyrna and encourage the commuanity to join the commmitrment
for anti-racisin, racial and social justice, by encouraging a day of reflectbhon, recognitbhorn,
acknowledgermerrt, arnd healing.
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